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CONNECT WITH US:

AMS ‘significantly exceeds expectations’

-Our score of 90.9 placed AMS 18  out of 377 middle
schools in Wisconsin (Top 5%).

th

-Our Growth Score (how much students improved
from previous year) was 94.4, placing AMS 7  out of
377 middle schools in the state (Top 2%).

th

-AMS has been in the Top 5% for Overall Rating and
Top 2% for Student Growth FIVE YEARS IN A ROW.

• Amery Middle School has been rated FIVE-STAR and
‘significantly exceeded expectations’ in academic
performance in Wisconsin for FIVE YEARS IN A ROW!
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PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES Monday, feb. 9: 4-8 PM

Thursday, feb. 12: 1-8 pm

Middle School Parent-Teacher Conferences will be offered both over the phone or in person. Parents can sign
up to schedule times with each teacher (the same format we ran in the fall).

If you have questions or concerns, please contact the AMS office at clausenh@amerysd.k12.wi.us or (715)
268-9771, ext. 303.

• AMS has shown the highest middle-school math growth in
the state for THREE consecutive years.

• AMS has had the highest middle-school reading growth in
the state for TWO of the past five years.

• AMS was designated a National Blue Ribbon School in
2024, placing it among the best schools in the U.S.!



Notes from the Principal’s Desk

Freshman Registration Night
To help our students transition from 8th to 9th grade, we will be holding Freshman Registration Night the evening

of Tuesday, January 27, 2026, at Amery High School. More information will be provided on this event at a later

date. This registration session is for all 8th Grade students and their parents. In the past, parents and students

had the opportunity to learn more about the high-school schedule, how the high school operates, what classes

students must take, what classes students can choose from, and how the high-school credit system works. It is

our goal for parents and students to leave Registration Night with a general understanding of what courses they

must take now so they are better prepared to meet their personal goals and objectives. Students will also

receive their high-school class registration forms at this meeting.

Parent-Teacher Conferences
Our second set of Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held Monday, February 9, from 4–8 PM and Thursday,

February 12, from 1-8 PM. Again, the format for conferences will be in-person and remote options like we had

this past fall.

Forward Exam
Students at Amery Middle School will take the Forward Exam the week of April 6-10. In addition, 8th Grade

students will have testing April 13-14. More information about the Forward Exam will come at a later date.

If you have any questions about these items or any other matter, please call the school at 268-9771, ext. 303.

By Tom Bensen
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I hope you all enjoy the upcoming holiday season. We are excited to be closing

out the first half of the school year, and we are pleased with how hard students

have worked this year. In this newsletter, you will find some important dates

coming up in the next two months that I want to bring to your attention:

Second Trimester
We are busy with the start of our second trimester; students have started their

second set of classes and their third applied arts class.

First-Semester Reward Day 
First-Semester Reward Day is scheduled for Friday, January 30, 2026. Students

who do not receive more than five Level 2 and/or 3 infractions over the length of

the entire semester are eligible for the off-campus reward options. We are still

working on plans for Reward Day, and a form will be distributed to students soon.

In the past, we have held events such as skating at the Amery Ice Arena, skiing or

tubing at Trollhaugen, bowling, etc.



Dec. 5 ... 6th Grade Field Trip to Minneapolis Children's Theatre,

"How the Grinch Stole Christmas"

Dec. 15 ... MS Concert: 6:30 pm 6th Gr & MS Jazz Band,

7:30 pm MS Choirs - High school Auditorium

Dec. 24-Jan. 2 ... NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break

March 24 ... Large Group Music Contest @ TBD 4-9 pm

April 6-14 ... 6th-8th Grade State Forward Exam

April 16 ... MS Fine Arts Concert 6:30 pm Choirs,

7:30 pm Bands @ MS Gym

April 16 ... 6th Grade Field Trip to Minnesota Orchestra, "Young

People's Concert"

April 22 ... End of Term 5 

April 27 ... NO SCHOOL/Teacher In-Service

April 28-May 1 ... Spring Fling Week 

May 2026 ** 8th Grade All Skills Career Day ** TBD

May 8 ... Genius Hour Community Expo 9-10:30 am &

8th Grade Youth Jam 11:30-3 pm

May 25 ... NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day - Cadet Band Performs

June 4 ... End of Trimester 3 and Term 6 -

2nd Semester Reward Day 

2026

Mark your

calendar!

Wash your hands often, for 20 seconds with
soap and water.

Avoid touching your nose, eyes and mouth.

Stay home and away from others if you feel
sick.

Avoid being around others who are sick.

jan. 9 ... Cadet Band Lock-In Party

Jan. 16 ...  NO SCHOOL/Teacher In-Service

Jan. 19-24 ... StoryBook Theatre Auditions, Rehearsals

and Performances

Jan. 21 ... End of Term 3 

Jan. 27 ... Freshman Registration Night for 8th Graders

Jan. 30 ... First-Semester Reward Day

Feb. 9 ... Parent-Teacher Conferences 4-8 pm

Feb. 12 ... MS Solo & Ensemble @ Unity 4-8 pm

Feb. 12 ... In-Service Day am/Conferences 1-8 pm

Feb. 12-13 ... NO SCHOOL

Feb. 19 ... AMS Winter Dance 6-8 pm

March 4 ... End of Trimester 2 and Term 4

March 13 ... 7th Grade Civics Field Trip

March 16-20 ... NO SCHOOL - Spring Break

News from the

school nurse
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Is your student walking around
with just one shoe? Has their
favorite comfy sweatshirt
disappeared into thin air?

Your student’s missing things might
be hanging out in the AMS Lost &
Found! Check the rack near the
gym doors next time you’re in the
building, and let’s reunite your
student with their stray stuff!

Missing something?

** = Event Window - Exact Dates TBD

‘Tis the season for respiratory
illnesses. Taking these actions
throughout the day can help prevent
the spread of germs that cause
illness:

Cover your nose and mouth when you
cough or sneeze; encourage children
to do the same.

Enjoy a healthy holiday season!
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